REGISTER OE 

CLASSIEICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


10 September 1998 
Comptroller of Customs 
Not Applicable 

Untitled: comprised of El Diputado/Session 
Two/Untitled 

Confessions of a Congressman (El 
Disputado)/Tightropes Sixteen 2 

Eloy De La Iglesia 

J.A. Perez Giner 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Video Recording VHS/NTSC 

Spain 

Spanish 


Components of film originally examined: 


Eeature: 

El Diputado 

Running time: 

110.48 


Session Two 


25.48 


Blank Screen 


0.26 


Untitled 


15.51 

Trailers: 

Nil 

Running time: 




Total Running time: 

152.53 


Excision/Alteration: Yes. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

One excision is required to remove the component Session Two. This component 
contains high level sado-masochistic activity, in which a bound, naked male is 
vigorously whipped, slapped and beaten by another, unseen male. This activity is 
presented without context. The extreme nature of the activity and the lack of context 
leaves open the interpretation that the activity is non-consensual. 
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Approved components of film after excision: 


Feature: 

El Diputado 

Running time: 

110.48 


Blank Screen 


0.26 


Untitled 


15.51 

Trailers: 

Nil 

Running time: 



Total Amended Running time; 127.05 


Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

Nil. 


Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence and sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS EOR DECISION: 

The untitled video recording is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The publication is in three parts. The first part is a Spanish feature, El Diputado, about 
a politician reflecting on his political struggles and his desire for relationships with 
young males. The second part is a short feature, Session Two, which presents a 
sado-masochistic role-play between two males. One male is bound in three different 
positions, and his body is beaten, whipped, tugged and pulled. The final part of the 
recording contains random scenes from a feature which appears to be the film 
Sebastiane. 

With consideration of the first and third parts of the video recording the publication 
would be likely to be classified as restricted to adults because of the presentation of 
full body male nudity and inexplicit scenes of sexual activity. However, the second 
part of the video recording presents high level sado-masochistic activity, which is 
without context. The extreme nature of the activity and the lack of context leaves open 
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an interpretation that the activity is non-consensual. With this material intact, the 
availability of the publication is considered likely to be injurious to the public good. 

The excision of this part of the video recording was recommended, and the owner of 
the publication has agreed to make the excision. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 as they affect this publication. The restriction given to the excised 
version of the publication is considered reasonable and demonstrably justified, given 
the publication's treatment of sex and nudity. 


OFLCRef: 9601547 


tmpDE76.tmp 



